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‘Let me tell you about my protein’: Undergraduate research awards
BY MARIIANNE MAYS WIEBE

The Bulletin
When U of M student Hyeun (Walter) Duk Kim starts 
explaining his research, he begins with the phrase “my 
protein”: he’s clearly excited about the work he’s going 
to be doing this summer — which from what I can tell 
from his explanation has something to do with specific 
functions, such as “on/off regulators,” of proteins in 
relation to the growth of cancer cells. The research has 
positive implications for cancer treatment, and he’s 
thrilled to be able to gain this kind of experience. “How 
many students get to do this kind of hands-on research 
and lab work, especially in their undergrad?” he asks. 

Sitting next to him, another undergraduate 
student, Keeley Edwards, is just as excited to talk 
about the research she is doing on “her enzyme,” with 
faculty member Jorg Stetefeld’s lab, where the group is 

studying potential uses in gene therapy for muscular-
skeletal conditions and degenerating diseases. 

A few chairs away, undergraduate Lisa Spiers tells 
me about the fine arts research she is pursuing with 
professor Elizabeth Roy of the School of Art. They are 
working on large needle felted wool sculptural forms 
for a body of work called “Smashing Dishes.” Roy 
teaches drawing, print media and sculpture.

All talk excitedly; research is clearly just their thing. 
Gathered at this awards event are several of the 78 
undergraduate students, from sciences to the fine arts, 
who have received Undergraduate Research Awards 
with a faculty member or lab this summer.

Nursing student Janna Dirks tells me about her 
research into screening practices for mental disabilities 
that she’s doing with Shahin Shooshtari of family social 
sciences in the Faculty of Human Ecology; Andrew 
Stammers, an undergraduate student in the Faculty of 
Kinesiology and Recreation Management, is studying 
the effects of exercise on calcium levels and regulation 

with faculty member Todd Duhamel.  
Science student Amber Gemmell talks about her 

interest in genetics and her summer research with U 
of M bios-scientist Jeffrey Marcus, using the genetic 
and developmental basis of phenotypic variation in 
wing patterning in butterflies as a model system. Since 
high school, Gemmel has wanted to be a genetics 
counselor, helping people to come to terms with 
various genetic disorders. 

Another student tells me about research into 
Legionairre’s disease; while another enthuses about 
internal medicine lab work focused on a potential 
connection between arthritis and autoimmune 
disease.

As part of the application process for the awards, 
students interview any two professors to find out 
more about their areas of research, scholarly work 
or creative activity and write summaries. Students 
then choose one professor and write a rationale for 

their choice, indicating how this research, scholarly 
work or creative activity fits with their own long-term 
career aspirations. Students present the results of 
their research, scholarly work or creative activity at 
the annual Undergraduate Student Research Poster 
Competition.

Digvir Jayas, VP (research and international) 
says that the program reflects the quality of the 
undergraduate student experience at the U of M. 

The U of M the only research-intensive university 
in the province, and the vast majority of research 
undertaken in Manitoba takes place on one of our 
campuses or at our research stations.

“This is an excellent and rare opportunity for 
undergraduate students; a hands-on, high-quality 
research experience in a graduate university, and it’s 
one of the reasons why students continue to choose 
the University of Manitoba for their undergraduate 
education,” Jayas says. 

Online registration 
tutorials
As part of a commitment to provide an 
exceptional student experience, student 
affairs has created a series of online 
registration tutorials to introduce students 
to the Aurora Student registration system.

Designed as a first step in the process of 
registering for classes, the tutorials are part 
of a suite of resources that provide support, 
both online and in-person, for incoming 
students. They were created through an 
inter-departmental collaboration led by the 
Registrar’s Office and involving University 1, 
Student Recruitment, Student Life and the 
Marketing Communications Office.

The tutorials can be found online at http://
www.umanitoba.ca/registrar/tutorial.  The 
web page is also a collection point for 
direct-entry information, academic advising 
resources which are available throughout 
the year, and event-specific notifications 
such as in-person registration assistance, 
coordinated by the Office of Student Life, 
which starts July 16.
“The tutorials have received great reviews from 
students, particularly high school students who are 
coming to the U of M for the first time,” said Jeff 
Adams, Executive Director, Enrolment Services.

The tutorials, and the page where they are posted, 
are a work-in-progress and will be updated to 
provide the most current information available.
    - Angela Heck

>>umanitoba.ca/registrar/tutorial/

(L-R) In front of the newly installed artwork are Digvir Jayas VP (research and international), benefactors 
Robert and Penny Richards, Christopher Trott, warden and vice-chancellor of St. John’s College, the artist 
Adrian Schiminowski and his wife Oksana and Janet Hoskins, former warden and vice-chancellor at SJC.

Student recipients of the Undergraduate Research Awards, 
Keeley Edwards and Hyeun (Walter) Duk Kim.

St. John’s College (SJC) unveiled a commissioned sculpture by Manitoba artist Adrian Schimnowski on 
Wednesday 23 just outside the Robert B. Schultz Lecture theatre.

St. John’s College commissioned the sculptured artwork through a call for proposals made possible 
by the generous donation of Robert Richards, a St. John’s alumnus from 1965. According to the artist, the 
piece depicts a journey of transformation where learning brings empowerment through self-knowledge 
and enlightenment.

Schimnowski is a local artist and U of M fine arts graduate, conceived, designed and constructed the 
23’ long by 6’ high relief carved panels, mounted to a wall. One-inch thick mahogany blocks were stacked 
to build the wave-like and curved form, the figures were then carved in and the entire work polished. 
Glass infused with copper captures light to strengthen the symbolism of the piece.
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Student recipients of the Undergraduate Research Awards with 
Digvir Jayas, VP (research and international) and Gary Glavin,
associate vice-president (research).

New artwork for St. John’s

Kim: ‘How many students get to do this kind of hands-on research and lab 
work, especially in their undergrad?’


