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Spring Convocation
Recognizing students, staff and members of the community

HugH C. SMitH
Hugh C. Smith is a renowned cardiovascular researcher, educator and prac-

titioner who played a leading role in the development of the prestigious Mayo 
Clinic. Smith has also helped improve the lives of 
countless patients and students in the areas of inter-
nal medicine and cardiology.

Graduating with his MD from the University of 
Manitoba in 1965, Smith moved on to the University 
of Washington and the Mayo Graduate School of Medi-
cine to undertake cardiovascular research and clinical 
training. Today, he is board certified in both internal 
medicine and cardiology and is professor of internal 
medicine and cardiology at the Mayo Clinic College of 
Medicine. 

Smith joined the Mayo Clinic, one of the world’s 
most influential medical organizations, in 1970. There 
he has held a series of positions, most notably chair of 
the Mayo Clinic Rochester Board of Governors, serv-
ing as chief executive officer from 1999 to 2005. He 

has also served as the chair of the Division of Cardiovascular Diseases, vice-presi-
dent of the Mayo Foundation and has been a member of the Mayo Clinic Board 
of Trustees. Smith was instrumental in ensuring the expertise of physicians and 
researchers at the Mayo Clinic is within reach of as many patients as possible 
by helping found the Mayo Health System, the Mayo Clinic’s regional system 
of clinics and hospitals in 64 communities in Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota. 
Smith also established the Mayo Clinic’s first international practice site, the Mayo 
Cardiology Clinic in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Prompted by a desire to improve the quality and safety of health care 
through standardized care and reporting, Smith helped found two Minnesota 
organizations: the Institute of Clinical Systems Integration and Safest in America, 
involving 10 Twin Cities and Rochester hospital systems. Smith also leads a 
number of health care and community organizations.

Smith was elected a Fellow of the International Academy of Cardiovascular 
Sciences in 2002. He credits his education at the University of Manitoba for in-
stilling in him an appreciation for hard work and critical thinking.

Friday, May 16, Faculty of Medicine session.

ivan eyre
One of Canada’s most respected and influential artists, Ivan Eyre has spent 

over 50 years creating a body of work immediately recognizable by its distinc-
tive iconography and complex juxtapositions of land, 
figure and light. In his paintings, Eyre combines myth 
with reality to create evocative, compelling and some-
times disturbing images that are realistic and abstract 
at the same time.

Not comfortable in the limelight, Eyre has chosen 
to let his work speak for itself throughout his long 
career. But despite his public reticence, Eyre’s work 
has been recognized and celebrated in over 65 solo 
and 250 group exhibitions around the world, includ-
ing exhibits at the National Gallery in Ottawa, the 
49th Parallel Gallery in New York City, the Frankfurter 
Kunstkabinett in Frankfurt, Germany, the Canadian 
Cultural Centre in Paris and Canada House in Lon-
don, England. Eyre’s work was also the subject of a 

Winnipeg Art Gallery exhibit in 2005 which surveyed his entire career. Popular 
among art collectors, Eyre’s paintings, drawings and sculptures are well-repre-
sented in numerous public, private and corporate collections throughout Cana-
da and beyond. 

About his work, Eyre has said he prefers to let the viewer come to their own 
conclusions about its meaning: “A complete understanding would signify that we 
don’t have to think about it anymore. Some mystery should remain, compelling 
viewers back to the paintings…possibly to reaffirm themselves.”

Born in Tullymet, Saskatchewan in 1935, Eyre arrived in Winnipeg as an art 
student in 1953. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of 
Manitoba in 1957. After a year at the University of North Dakota, Eyre returned 
to Winnipeg and began to teach at the University of Manitoba School of Art. 
There, he offered guidance and mentorship to budding artists until his retire-
ment in 1993. He remains a professor emeritus at the University of Manitoba.

When the Pavilion Gallery opened in Assiniboine Park in 1988, the entire 
third floor was dedicated as the Ivan Eyre Gallery. He has donated over 200 
paintings, 5,000 drawings and 16 sculptures to the gallery which are shown on a 
rotating basis. Eyre’s personal generosity is legendary: he has donated countless 
pieces to galleries across the country.

Elected a member of the Royal Canadian Academy in 1974, Eyre received 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal in 1977 and the University of Manitoba Alumni 
Jubilee Award in 1982. He has also been the subject of several films and books. 

Tuesday, May 27, morning session.

g. MiCHael BanCroFt 
Distinguished scientist and professor emeritus, G. Michael Bancroft is best known as a pioneer in the use of synchrotron radiation to better understand the na-

ture and structure of molecules and materials. His decades-long dream to establish the nation’s first synchrotron – a light source that probes the structure of matter 
and is a billion times brighter than the sun – prompted Bancroft to lead the charge to establish a synchrotron at the University of Saskatch-
ewan. His perseverance paid off when the Canadian Light Source Project (CLS) opened in 2004. Bancroft was the facility’s first director.

Today, the CLS is one of the largest scientific projects in Canada and one of the most sophisticated synchrotron facilities in the world. 
Every year, thousands of researchers from Canada and around the world visit the CLS. They are there to pursue new and more effective 
drugs, develop more efficient motor oils, build more powerful computer chips and find better ways to clean up mining waste, to name 
just a few of the synchrotron’s applications. In his synchrotron research, Bancroft works with companies such as Esso and Chevron to help 
develop better anti-wear coatings for engine oil additives. 

Bancroft received both his BSc (Hons) and MSc from the University of Manitoba in 1963 and 1964 respectively before moving on 
to the University of Cambridge where he received his doctorate. Currently, Bancroft is a professor in the department of chemistry at the 
University of Western Ontario where he has been on staff for almost 40 years. His research activities have spanned the fields of chemistry, 
physics, geology and tribology. 

His long career has been marked by countless professional and personal accomplishments. Bancroft has been honoured with more 
than 10 national and international awards for research achievement, including being named a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and 
selected as one of 33 Canadian Innovation Pioneers by the Canada Foundation for Innovation. 

Bancroft was named an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2004, Canada’s highest honour for lifetime achievement. The official citation 
for that honour notes: “Thanks to (Dr. Bancroft’s) sustained efforts, this new technology offers the potential for significant breakthroughs 

in medical science and engineering and increased economic benefits for our country.”
Tuesday, May 27, afternoon session.

Honorary degrees are awarded for distinguished achievement in scholarship, the arts, or public service. 
Candidates for honorary degrees are nominated by members of the University and the public.
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