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COVER STORY
Winning student sculptures to enliven campus 

BY MARIIANNE MAYS AND
MICHAEL MARSHALL

The Bulletin
The University of Manitoba and University of Manitoba 
Students’ Union (UMSU) have awarded another 
talented student artist with the selection of his 
sculpture for installation on campus.

Josh Roach’s sculpture, entitled “Chester,” has 
been chosen as this year’s winning entry.

The 18 entries by student sculptors were displayed 
at a juried event on Friday, January 28. All of the 
students produced one-eighth scale models of their 
proposed sculptures along with photo montages that 
showed their life-sized work installed on the university 
grounds. The Sculptural Experience event was part of 
the Collaboration to Promote Art and Music (CPAM), 
a joint effort of the U of M and UMSU that aims to 
improve the artistic and aesthetic environment at the 
university in a way that promotes the creative talents of 
students, and encourages celebration and promotion 
of student engagement.

U of M sculpture professor Gordon Reeve notes 
that it’s significant that the competition does not have 
a specific theme, as is frequently the case with public 
art competitions. Too often, he says, “[public art] 
competitions set up almost a menu and if you don’t 
hit all these points you don’t win.

“When you look at these sculptures, they are each 
distinct. These are individual expressions. And for 
the university and UMSU to recognize and value the 
expression of the individual — which in the end is all 
that artists have — is very important.”

He says that he tells students in his classes to 
subvert him. He wants them to feel not that he is 
an authority, but rather that they can “start to train 
themselves to finds alternatives to what I might say, 
to find their own way in a sense.”

In addition to The Sculptural Experience 
component, CPAM also includes Tunnel Vision, the 
creation of art and murals for the university’s tunnel 
system, and Random Acts of Music, which has music 
students performing on both campuses.

The Sculptural Experience was juried by the CPAM 
Sculptural Experience committee, which includes 
members of the university administration, UMSU and 
representatives from the School of Art. The winning 
sculpture will join last year’s winning sculptures 
produced by students Ben Bonner and Laura 
Magnusson, and will be installed on campus this fall.

All of the sculptures submitted for this year’s 
competition are on display in the Gallery of Student 
Art (GoSA) until February 11.

To see the winning entry and other entries in the 
Scultural Experience competition, go to:
>>www.facebook.com/umanitoba

Every year the University of Manitoba’s 
Facu l t y  o f  A rch i tec ture  hos t s 
a symposium in the series called 
Atmosphere. This year’s event ran from 
February 3 to 5 and focused on the 
theme “Mediated Cities.”

Atmosphere 2011 explored the 
intangible and overlooked dimensions 
of architecture and the city; those 
that are difficult to pin down, to 
document or record with conventional 
instruments and methodologies. It 
covered topics such as the image of 
architecture, space, and place in cinema 
and other media.

According to Faculty of Architecture 
organizers and co-chairs Richard 
Milgrom, department of city planning, 
and Lawrence Bird, post-doctoral fellow 
at the U of M, “the long history of city 
films portrays the experience of urban 
life, exploring through that experience 
the qualities and conundrums of 
modern life.

“Today that history is updated as 
cinema is supplemented by new forms 
of media including video, internet, and 

portable media. These new forms of 
media emerge from and articulate shifts 
and developments in architecture, 
landscape and cities as well as global 
geographies, technologies and politics. 
They include imaginary as well as 
documentary narratives, and works 
that blur the two. They are also being 
incorporated, rapidly, into the practice 
of all design disciplines.”

The symposium welcomed the 
participation of diverse academic 
disciplines in the university and 
creative organizations and artists in 
the community, including the Faculty 
of Architecture, the department of 
English, film and theatre, and the 
Winnipeg Film Group and other groups 
in the community and the academy. 
The program included public viewings 
of film and video in the university and 
the inner city, presentations of research 
as well as works of film and media 
generated from it, as well as the work 
of international and community-based 
artists. 

Something in the air ...
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Students, faculty and guests attend the Atmosphere symposium at the Faculty of 
Architecture.

Another bright light: 
Photo right, Josh Roach 
(centre right) winner of 
the Sculptural Experience 
competition. Pictured with 
Alan Simms (left), associate 
vice-president (admin), 
Heather Laube, UMSU 
president, and (far right) 
sculpture prof Gordon 
Reeve. Below left: Photo 
montage of installed work; 
right, Heather Laube judges 
artworks.

Photo right by Chris Reid; photo 
below right by Mariianne Mays Wiebe

Sculpture prof Gordon Reeve on the winning entry: 
I have never seen a piece like this, in all my years of 
making and teaching sculpture. It’s not derivative of any 
other forms, and it’s quite evocative. It looks a bit like 
a jester but it also has insect-like qualities, and its head 
looks like something out of Martian Attack …

Often when you look at public art, there is this 
expectation that it will be massive or monumental, or 
a tribute to someone who died fifty years ago, and one 
of the magnificent things about this program is that it 
is giving artists a chance to say something about their 
own moment in history. That is so critical.

[Roach’s] work has this incredible spontaneity, but 
there’s often also a remarkable pathos about the work. 
It’s a mix of images that float in the back of our minds 
from popular culture, which is gently humourous. 
But when I look at the piece [in the to-scale photo 

montage], I also feel that I somehow want to take care 
of it or nurture it, and that’s the pathos. It can be one 
gesture, a tilt of the foot or the head. A good artist is 
a student of life and a student of the world, and Josh 
is a very quiet, unassuming person but you know that 
he’s observant.

One of the jurors is Sarah Johnson, a successful 
artist herself and from U of M, with two shows at the 
Guggenheim and so forth, and being in New York a lot, 
she sees a lot of excellent work — and she is knocked 
out by this person’s work.

Often with any field of knowledge the right answer 
is the common answer; but with art it’s exactly the 
opposite. The common answer is the wrong answer. 
And these people, in the way that artists should, speak 
as individuals, for individuals. 


